The Chou Civilisation
being considerably less than in the Shang period. In the previous chapter we spoke of the sacrifice of humans and animals under the Shang dynasty. At Hsu-hsien a large grave, over ten yards square, was found to contain a "chariot sacrifice" of seventy-two horses, eight dogs and twelve chariots. The animals had been buried alive, with the horses still harnessed. The wheels of the chariots had previously been removed and thrown into the grave after the horses and dogs had been buried. The earth of this huge tomb was then levelled off. There had been no human sacrifice.
In the ancestor-cult the most important person was the "Personifier", a descendant of the dead man who was held to be filled with his spirit and who consumed the meat and drink offered at the sacrifice in the ancestor's name. A child could be chosen for this function. The sacrifices took place in the ancestors' room in private houses and in the ancestors' temple in the mansions of the nobility and the kings' palaces. These ancestors' rooms and temples were also the scene of important family gatherings, such as the reception of visitors and the presentation of a new bride. In the ancestors' royal temple official functions were held such as a new monarch's accession to the throne, the ceremony associated with the sovereign's departure to war or his return, the feasting of victory, diplomatic negotiations and royal banquets, the appointment or decoration of high officials and the investment of vassals with their fiefs. Sacrifices were made not only to the ancestors but also to heaven.
The belief in and the worship of spirits gave rise to a class of people who claimed to be in touch with them and even to be possessed by them. These were the sorcerers and magicians. They conjured up spirits, performed all kinds of magic and .made prophecies. Superstitious people believed them and yet they were generally not held in any great respect.
The spirits of the dead were believed not to inhabit permanently their rooms or temples, but to visit them only for the sacrifices and on certain other occasions when mats and seats were put out for them. Their permanent abode was heaven. The so-called underground "yellow springs" often said to be
213erings were more markedly vegetarian, the quantity of meat offered
